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 Dear Readers,

Editor
Mr. Apratim Ghoshal

he world of travel keeps changing dramatically; there is a rise in eco-conscious travellers who prefer 

environment friendly means of transport once they arrive in their destination. So, expect to see a surge in train Tand bus in 2020. Tech will shape up the way we travel, there will be more application of artificial intelligence 

providing tailored suggestions of destinations to visit.  The year ahead will see a rise in transformational traveller who 

intends to learn and grow through new ways of engagement. Also it is expected that travellers will be taking the road 

less travelled. Global travellers want to play a part in reducing over-tourism and a majority of them are ready to swap 

destinations for a lesser known but a similar one. Well, much more is left to be told which we better unfold in the days to 

come. Favourable tax policy, strong regional connections, political stability and the flourishing oil and gas industry has 

made Brunei Darussalam, the most sought after Meetings Point. Foreign and domestic entrepreneurship, government 

regulation and welfare measures accounts for the economy of the Southeast Asian nation.

Visitors who are keen to experience different cultures from their own opt for Tribal Tourism which gives them a new 

perspectives regarding the lives of the people dwelling in a particular geography or community. Read Special Feature to 

know how it is scaling new heights and alluring millennials in recent days. Cover Story on Helicopter Tourism lists some 

of the absolutely thrilling rides across the world if you are looking for a unique experience. Days drift by and time slows 

down when you get to vacation on an island. In this month’s Destination Diary we list some of the most amazing islands 

which will surely be the perfect spot for your next escape. Booking process is getting more accessible through Voice 

Activated Booking Technology which helps customers to search  through the app. Embracing this new innovation 

provides the customers with a smooth experience, read Tech IT to gather more insights. Sri Lanka is a truly romantic 

escapade, a beautiful country full of natural resources, beautiful architecture and charming landscape. Read our 

Editor’s Pick to plan a romantic trip of a lifetime, choose the choicest honeymoon or romantic  getaways in Sri Lanka.

http://www.facebook.com/ttwemagazine
https://twitter.com/#!/TTW_ezine
http://www.linkedin.com/company/travel-and-tour-world
https://www.youtube.com/user/TravelAndTourWorld




runei is a Southeast Asian nation whose economy is dependent on oil and natural gas resources.It is 

the third largest producer of oils and the world's ninth biggest liquefied natural gas producer. In 1979, BBrunei's oil production reached a peak and achieved a production rate of 249,000 barrels per day. It 

has a prosperous economy and the government is trying to diversify the economy by focusing on banking, 

fishing, forestry, construction and agriculture.

Meetings Point
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International Convention Centre (ICC) is an excellent venue in Brunei Darussalam recommend for big 

events. The largest meeting venue here has the state-of-the-art-technology which meets the demands for 

different types of conferences and exhibitions. It takes less than 5 minutes to reach here from Brunei 

International Airport and is only a few minutes'walk to the Bolkiah National Stadium and 5 minutes away from 

the Bandar Seri Begawan's commercial centre. The complex is spread across a land area of 20 hectares.

It has hosted high profile events like ASEAN Ministers Meetings (AMM),  Asia-Pacific Economic Conference 
th

(APEC 2000) and ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF 2001). Soon, the 13  ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting (AHMM), 
th th

the 7  ASEAN Plus Three Health Ministers Meeting (APTHMM), the 6  ASEAN –China Health Ministers Meeting 

will be held here.
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Visit the capital, Bandar Seri Begawan which is home to only 50,000 people and is the most richly adorned 

capital. The wondrous gold-tipped  and marvellous  holds the 

world record for being the largest government building on the globe. Shop in the exquisite malls of  and 

the for fascinating Islamic craft.

Omar Ali Saifuddien Mosque Istana Nurul Iman

Gadong

Brunei Museum 
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In the country's eastern exclave is , a must visit place for 

eco-tourists and wildlife lovers. It is a state-sponsored conservation covering a whopping 550 sq.km of 

primeval rainforest. Exotic species like the Rhinoceros hornbills, and the Swinging gibbon colonies can be 

found here. On specially- constructed rope bridges in the canopies visitors can experience  safaris.

 the Ulu Temburong, the Green Jewel of Brunei

Brunei International Airport is located 11 km 

south of the city and there are several flights 

that connect it to international cities like Dubai, 

Singapore etc. The country has a good road 

network which is well planned and connected.  

One can enter Brunei by road through Malaysia, 

bus services are available on the route between 

Miri in Malaysia and Belait in Brunei.

 By sea regular express boats connects Bandar 

Seri Begawan to Limbang and Lawas ( which are 

located in Malaysia) and to the island of Labuan 

which is off Sabah.
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In the middle of the Brunei River is the . The water village is in 

the heart of the Bandar Seri Begawan. It is formed by the houses that jut just 

above the channels on the stilts while many are connected with rickety 

boardwalks. One can reach Kampong Ayer by taking a water taxi from the banks 

in Bandar Seri Begawan.

th 
Brunei's largest mosque is  which was built in 1992 to mark the 25 year of 

th
the current Sultan's reign, the 29  ruler of the dynasty. There are four terrazzo-tiled minarets dominating the 

surrounding and the complex is adorned with 29 golden domes. The mosques is lit up like a gold flame at night.

PekanTutong, Kuala Belait, Gadong, Muara, Andulau Forest Reserve, Bangar, Labi, Seria, Labi Forest Reserve, 

Jerudong Park, TasekMerimbun Heritage Park and HutanSimpanBerakas Park are other attractions in Brunei.

 Kampong Ayer

Jame' AsrHassanil Bolkiah Mosque
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The Brunei Hotel

Radission Hotel Brunei Darussalam

  was refurbished in 2011 and has 65 well-decorated rooms and suites.It is conveniently 

located at the heart of the downtown Bandar Seri Begawan. In the downtown, it is at the junction of 

JalanPemancha and JalanKianggeh. The oil and gas companies and many of the leading banks are within 

walking distance. Popular tourist destinations like Kampong Ayer and the Tamu or Market along with the main 

bus terminal and ferry landings for the national park in Temburong are close by.

 It is the perfect home base for convenient 

corporate and leisure travel and is situated in Brunei's capital.Located just 15 

minutes from the Brunei International Airport, it.is close to the city's best sights. 

It has142 rooms and suites which are spacious. It is a perfect place to unwind and 

recharge after a hectic meeting or city excursion.
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ouples who travel together stay together! With a twinkle in their eyes and spring in the 

steps, couples see the world with each other.The sun-kissed glow andthe new-found Ccarefree attitude while travellingleads to many aligned perspectives. Unearthing exotic 

destinations makes any honeymoon a truly memorable one. Sri Lanka, the lush tropical island, 

has it all and may be the best gift you can give your partner to cherish for a lifetime!
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Sri Lanka has everything for everybody and we are number 

one as a wedding and honeymoon destination. Sri Lanka is 

known for the best of the spas in the world and at the International 

Travel and Tourism Award we won for the category. Santani Resort & Spa 

was awarded  for the best spa in the entire world. Warm water runs 

throughout the year, there is wildlife, beaches, unmatched heritage, 

culture and exotic cuisine in Sri Lanka. Everyday tourists are discovering 

new products and we still have untouched areas which is being explored 

by them. We have a lot of offbeat tracks and beautiful products. 

 

When you visit Sri Lanka, you will realise how strong the Sri Lanka tourism brand is and how strong the 

country is doing. Well, Sri Lanka is having a very interesting time in terms of tourism. We want to be the 

number one revenue generator for Sri Lanka.  India is the major source market for Sri Lanka. This year we have 

been given the accolade of being the number one tourist destination of 2019 followed by the 

accolade of being the best island in the world. We have also received a top rank for the trending 

cuisine in the world this year. 

Watch the full video on page: 19

Charmarie Maelge, Managing Director

Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau
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Sigirya or the Lion Rock

Bentota

Ella Gap

Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic in Kandy
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Before couples embark on their beautiful journey of life a challenging hike of 

 might just proof their endurance. One of 

the stunning places to see in Sri Lanka, the rock fortress is located 

approximately 3 hours from Colombo in the northern Matale District near 

the town of Dambulla in the Central province which is a popular landmark. 

The mountain of remembrance towers over everything in the vicinity , it 

rises out of nowhere providing a panoramic view of the nearby sights.   On 

top of the massive 200-metre-tall rock is the ancient Sky Palace, there is a 

mid-level terrace featuring the Lion Gate with beautiful gardens and moats 

on the lower level.

 is ideal for an intimate time.It is breathtakingly beautiful with palm-

fringed beaches. The River Bentota Ganga merges with the sea into an exotic 

lagoon. The beach destination offers complete privacy which is quintessential for a 

romantic hideaway and adventure seekers can participate in exciting activities like 

snorkelling, sailing, diving, canoeing and more with their partners.

 the last royal capital of Sri Lanka, is steeped in tradition and is perfect for 

couples looking forward to immerse in its culture. Kandy is a World Heritage site as 

it houses the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic, also known as the Sri Dalada 

Maligawa, which had an important role in politics during ancient times. Know the 

elephants better at the Elephant Orphanage located at the Pinnawala Elephant 

Orphange or enjoy the Kandyan dance at the Kandyan Cultural Centre.

 is known for pristine settings and rich biodiversity.If you travel by train you 

can witness acres of tea plantation, cloud covers and jungle canopies. Located in 

the Badulla District of the Uva Province, it is at an elevation of 1,041 metres above 

sea level.The Ella Gap allows views across the southern plains of Sri Lanka. The hills 

are covered with cloud forests drawing you into serenity.,Walk to the Adams Peak 

for some awesome views or gaze at the Ella Rock through the Ella Gap.

Sigirya or the Lion Rock

Bentota

Kandy,

Ella
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Nature lovers and those wild at heart can head 

towards the  which has 
 is a historic city with quieter 

the highest leopard density in the world. It is 
beaches sitting on the world's finest natural 

situated in Sri Lanka's south-east Indian Ocean and 
harbours. It is possibly the site of historic Gokana 

was earlier a hunting ground for the elite under the 
in the Mahavamsa (Great Chronicle) and the site 

British rule. There are 44 varieties of mammals and 
of Shiva Temple holding huge importance in the 

215 bird species which include animals like 
Hindu text. As you walk hand-in hand, be ready to 

sambars, sloth bears, spotted dear, peacocks and 
go for the most striking sight-seeing like deer 

crocodiles.Experience the jungle nightlife, safari 
roaming in the streets or just watch the hot 

rides, beach walks or know better the untamed 
springs of Kanniya. Visit the pigeon island-white 

world of wildlife. Although offbeat,Yala will add a 
sandy beach, rock pigeon breeding ground and 

different charm to your new beginnings.You will 
shark sightings. 

return with a new-found meaning of love and life 

from here. Sri Lanka is more than a paradise for 

honeymooners. It equally serves the budget 

travellers and the luxury seeking ones. 

Yala National Park
Trincomalee

Yala National Park 

Shiva Temple in Trincomalee
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Reaching Sri 

Lanka by flight 

is convenient. The 

B a n d a r a n i k e  

International Airport is in 

Colombo (the capital city of Sri 

Lanka) and is the first airport with 

major international and domestic 

airlines surfacing the runway. To the 

south of Colombo is the Ratmalana 

Airport which is a prime domestic 

airport. Distances are not vast and 

new expressways reduce the travel 

times, so domestic flights in Sri 

Lanka are limited!

There is an intensive railway 

network in Sri Lanka.It is known to 

be established during the British 

rule. Trains provide a beautiful view 

during your stay in the any part of 

the hill country here. Bus is the 

cheapest mode of transport which is 

available from anywhere in the 

country. Cars are also available for 

rent both with or without driver and 

many hotels offer the facility. TukTuk 

or three wheelers are also common. 

Though helicopter r ides are 

expensive it is famous among the 

tourists and lasts about 1-2 hours.

Depending 

on what you 

want to see and 

exper ience  in  Sr i  

Lanka, the best time 

should be decided. Sri Lanka 

is a year-round destination 

and has a dramatic climate 

with two monsoons – 

southwest monsoon during 

May, June and July and 

northeast monsoon from 

October to January.  It is 

suggested to visit between 

January to April and mid-

July to September. The best 

time for married couples is 

from December to April.

Getti
ng th

ere

W
hen to

 visi
t?
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C h a r m a r i e  M a e l g e ,  

Managing Director, Sri Lanka 

Tourism Promotion Bureau 

commented on how safe it is to visit 

Sri Lanka post the Easter Sunday 

attacks. “Sri Lanka is such a 

beautiful country and nothing has 

changed. It is still the most 

beautiful island in the world and  its 

people are the most hospitable. 

We planned and executed a lot of 

programmes to increase or develop 

tourism in Sri Lanka. One of the 

most recent missions is to grant 

Visa fee waiver for 48 countries and 

that has given a tremendous boost 

to increase arrivals in Sri Lanka” 

It is suggested to have only bottled 

water of the country's reverse 

osmosis water as the tap water is not 

at all safe to drink. Check the expiry 

date and be wary of the food from 

the local food stalls. Also, use bottled 

water only to brush your teeth!

Safe
ty

 and V
isa

 polic
y 

water 
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Watch , Managing Director, Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau, speaking exclusively 

with Travel and Tour World  about the massive tourism potential and big plans of Sri Lanka.

 Charmarie Maelge
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Special Feature

ravelling is all about opening your eyes to new places, people and ways of life. If you want to explore 

some of the destinations where you can only find tribal civilization, there you can experience a different Tway of life. Tribal tourism is visiting a place in order to see or meet the indigenous people who live there. 

“Ethno-tourism” and “ethnic tourism” are sometimes used to describe the same thing. As the name implies, this 

isn't the same thing as an expedition for anthropological research, but a trip for recreational purposes.
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We are more connected today than at any time in our species' history, yet isolated pockets of people still 

manage to live apart from globalised society. It's impossible to know exactly how many such tribes exist.  

To call these people “uncontacted”, as they often are, is imprecise. It's nearly impossible to completely avoid 

contact with outsiders, and even harder to avoid objects like factory-made knives or bowls that make their way 

deep into remote areas through trade. From deepest jungles to serene tropical islands, these tribes have its 

own culture, custom and traditions. 

usköy is Turkey's smallest town tucked into an isolated valley 

on the rainy, mountainous Black Sea coast of Turkey, looks Kmuch like the other villages in the region. This region is 

special because for its people and its distinctive tones of 

local language. Over the past half-century, linguists and 

reporters curious about what locals call ku__ş dili, or 

“bird language,” have occasionally struggled up 

the footpaths and dirt roads that lead to 

Kuşköy. The local people of Kusköy use 

whistled language, which you can call as “bird 

language”. They use separate whistles made with 

the tongue, teeth, and fingers. Here the children in 

Kuşköy are learning to communicate by whistling 

before they started school, and that both men and 

women regularly gossiped, argued, and even courted 

via whistle. Now the authortity of the town has 

organised a whistling contest to encourage both tourism 

and cultural preservation, but the bird language or 

whistle language is rapidly disappearing from daily life. 
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uli Wigmen's incredible hats are actually made from their own hair, 

with men in this isolated 40,000-strong group 'harvesting' their Hmane for their own use or to sell to others. They combine 

these with yellow face paint, a clawed axe, an apron of leaves and a 

belt of dangling pigtails to intimidate rival tribes. Traditionally, 

they perform a classic bird dance, mimicking the birds of 

paradise found on the island. Huli men are best known 

for making bundles of multi-coloured feathers during 

singsings (celebratory festivals). These wigs are specially 

made by a unique clan known as the Huli Wigmen, who 

attend wig schools and live together in isolation from the 

rest of the community. 

Papua New Guinea
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ogon tribal people are residing in Mali. Using ropes 

made of baobab bark, men traditionally scale the Dformidable Bandiagara cliffs to collect pigeon or bat 

guano, which is sold as fertilizer, and Tellem artefacts, which 

are sold to Western art collectors. More than 400,000 

live in around 700 little villages precariously perched 

all the way along the 200 km cliff escarpment. The 

tribe thrived on tourism dollars, but recent unrest 

has reduced visitors and poor crop harvests are 

making life much harder.
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ogo Nenet people who are also known as residents 

of Tundra region stay in Yamal Peninsula. This 

region is tapping most of the tourism D
opportunities. This group of around 10,000 nomads is 

pretty hardy – they move 300,000 reindeer on a 1,100 km 

migration around an area one-and-a-half times the size 

of France, in temperatures down to minus 50 degrees 

celsius. They travel on sledges anointed with freshly-

slaughtered reindeer blood, in trains that stretch up 

to 8 km long. Despite discovery of oil and gas 

reserves in the 1970s, they are adapting well to 

increasing contact with the outside world. 

Bucking the trend of dwindling global nomadic 

groups, they are adapting to the social, political and 

natural change around them.

Siberia
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azakh golden eagle hunters use eagles to hunt foxes, 

marmots and wolves and wear furs of the prey they Kcatch, with boys starting at the age of 13, when 

they can prove they can carry the weight of a golden eagle. 

Semi-nomadic, they have been moving around the Altai 
th Mountains since the 19 century. They now number 

around 100,000 people, but there are only around 250 

eagle hunters left. Because young men are being 

drawn away, females are starting to break into this 

masculine-dominated activity to keep it alive.

Mongolia
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he San people (or Saan), also known as Bushmen or 

Basarwa are members of various indigenous 

hunter-gatherer peoples of Southern Africa (the T
most accessible groups are in Botswana's Kalahari 

Desert).  Sadly, the San people were evicted of their 

ancestral land in the 1950s (which went all the way to 

the 1990s) and they were forced to switch to farming 

as a result. Banned from hunting, and forced to apply 

for permits to enter the reserve, they are now being 

pushed to the brink of extinction. In Ghanzi, 

Botswana, we went out to the bush with a group 

of San people who showed us how they gathered 

herbs for medication and plants for food. It was really 

interesting to see the way they behave 

and speak (their dialect has 

a lot of click sounds) and 

learn how they're using the 

same survival techniques as 

they have for centuries.
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ITB China partners with SITE to promote MICE 

and Corporate Travel

China's largest B2B exclusive travel trade show and 

The Society for Incentive Travel Excellence (SITE) 

announced their strategic partnership for the 

upcoming ITB China, set to take place from 13 to 15 

May 2020 in Shanghai. The event and meetings 

industry is expected to grow at a steady 8 percent 

rate in 2020, according to a recent CWT report 

The total number of international tourist arrivals to “2020 Future Trends in Meetings and Events”. 

Dubai and Abu Dhabi increased to 15.88 million David Axiotis, General Manager of Messe Berlin 

during the first nine months of the year, as (Shanghai), the organizer of ITB China said that 

compared to 15.26 million during the same period their strategic partnership with SITE is significant 

last year, according to the Q3 Economic Review because it brings together exclusively MICE and 

issued by the Central Bank of the UAE.Corporate travel stakeholders from China and 

Based on the data published by Department of around the world. 

Tourism and Commerce Marketing- Dubai, it is 

estimated that approximately 56.3 per cent (6.8 

millions) of tourists who arrived during the period 

of January-September 2019 stayed at the emirate's 

hotels. The data for Dubai continue to indicate a 

growing trend in the number of international hotel 

guests during the reference period as compared to 

2018. However, the competitiveness requires 

increasing discounts to improve occupancy of 

existing hotel capacity, according to the CBUAE's 

quarterly review. Similarly, the international hotel 

guests in Abu Dhabi registered an increase of 2.9 

per cent (around 106,000) compared to the same 

period in 2018.

Abu Dhabi, Dubai gets 15.88 million overnight 

tourists
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Centara transforms Maldives resort rooftops 

into sustainable solar power source

Centara Hotels & Resorts has transformed one of 

its Maldives resorts into a self-sustaining solar 

energy generator after the adoption of a rooftop 

solar panel system that will begin producing 

electricity this month. Following the completion of 

solar panel installation atop the roofs of all of the 

resort's main structures, Centara Ras Fushi Resort 

& Spa Maldives will generate enough power to 

supply close to 40% of the its energy needs, 

resulting in an annual energy savings equivalent to 

307,000 kilowatt hours (kwh), or about 83,000 

litres of diesel fuel. The first Qatar Airways plane from Doha to 

Botswana landed at Sir Seretse Khama 

International Airport in Gaborone on Sunday 

December 15th. The award-winning airline serves 

the capital of Botswana three times a week and is 

the only non-African airline that flies to the 

country. The flight was welcomed by the Vice 

President of Botswana, Slumber Tsogwane, and the 

Minister of Transport and Communications, 

Thulagano Segokgo. Qatar Airways Group Chief 

Executive Akbar Al Baker said that he is delighted 

to add Gaborone to their global network of more 

than 160 destinations. Qatar Airways is committed 

to expanding the network in Africa, and this new 

route – their 23rd destination on the continent – is 

another step in achieving this. They are very proud 

to be the first airline in the Middle East to fly to 

Botswana and look forward to bringing tens of 

thousands of passengers to this wonderful country.

Qatar Airways celebrates maiden flight to 

Gaborone, Botswana
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In order to enjoy the essence of a place 

completely, one must get an aerial view of 

the place. Helicopter tourism gives a bird's 

eye view of the place which is a thrilling 

experience. A helicopter tour of a place 

provides  a chilling & entertaining scenic 

view that is often missed during ground 

visit. We bring you some of the best 

helicopter rides in the world which are sure 

to leave you awe-inspired. 

Cover Story
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The legendary Christ the Redeemer Statue, which has 

been shot from an aerial view in a number of 

Hollywood movies, should be seen at least once from a 

helicopter. Rio De Janeiro is the second-largest city in 

Brazil which is also blessed with Sugar Loaf Mountain, 

Ipanema Beaches, Copacabana and many other 

attractions. In fact, you can also have an aerial view of 

the famous Maracana Stadium which held 2016 

Olympic.  The biggest slum of the city, Rocinha Favela 

seems really crowded from the top view. To fly over Rio 

De Janeiro, one must contact Helisight which offers a 

minimum of 5 minutes ride and a maximum of an hour 

ride.
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To witness one of the greatest natural wonders of Africa, 

The Scenic Table Mountain, one must take a helicopter ride 

from Cape Town. The best part about being on a Cape 

Town Helicopter Ride is it gives the opportunity to view 

both the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean in one single 

tour. You can also have an amazing view of the Twelve 

Apostles Mountain.

If you are lucky, you can even spot the infamous white 

sharks. Cape Town is a geographical gem to witness, which 

is incomplete without a helicopter ride. The historic 

Robben Island & the Fish Hoek Suburbs, the Cape Point 

Nature Reserve — almost every place is covered in one 

ride.

NAC Helicopters offers a ride to the surrounding area and 

further, till Cape Peninsula.
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It becomes mandatory to take a helicopter ride in 

Hawaiian Islands, as there is no other way to enjoy 

the scenic beauty of these islands. It can only be 

cherished from the sky because of its inaccessible 

nature. The most famous Kauai Island is 14 miles 

long, and every mile is worth a top view.

The best part about Hawaiian Helicopter Ride is 

there are multiple routes one can take. You can 

witness the aerial view of the iconic Lava, as well as 

the Manawaiopuna Waterfall. It is the same waterfall 

which appeared in Jurassic Park.

Jack Harter Helicopters fly around these islands 

offering 60-90 minute tours.
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For the souls who want to witness the oceanic beauty 

from the aerial view, The Great Barrier Reef is by far 

the world's largest starched coral reefs, spread across 

2300 kms alongside Queensland. The iconic Green 

Island, the Low Isles magnifies the beauty when 

looked upon from a helicopter. Whitehaven Beach 

brings justice to its name. Of course, the sharks & 

turtles can be seen from the bird's eye view. Baron 

Gorges and the Cairns Highlands are the other 

highlights here.

To enjoy such beautiful experience, GBR Helicopters 

offers scenic flights from Port Douglas.
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A helicopter ride around Mt. Everest is nothing short of a 

lifetime experience. It starts from Mt. Everest Base Camp in 

Kathmandu, Nepal. Not everyone can take up trekking on a 

8848 m high mountain, so an aerial view will help to witness 

this heaven on the Earth. The charismatic Himalayan 

mountain range will definitely mesmerise the visitors for the 

time they spend in the helicopter. It is the highest mountain 

on the Earth, and worth being in one's bucket list. The base 

camp itself is located at 17.6 K feet. An absolutely stunning 

experience altogether. The snow-covered highest mountain 

range will bring thunder to the spine.

These are the places which are already blessed with 

Helicopter Tourism, but there are places which do not have 

helicopter rides yet, but they should definitely encourage and 

enhance the Helicopter Tourism as people are missing out on 

some superbly scenic views.
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This place in Africa has no Helicopter 

Tourism yet, but imagine watching the 

magnificent safari life in the jungle from 

an aerial view, accompanied by the 

sights of the Kilimanjaro Mountain and 

Neil River. 
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Viewing Rainbow Mountains of China 

from the sky will be a breathtaking 

experience. The mountains are rainbow 

coloured and an aerial view can 

brighten every shade. Also, this ride can 

be accompanied by a view of The Great 

Wall of China. 
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Helicopter Tourism is a 

blessing to the numerous 

souls who want to rejoice 

every inch of a space. 





Destination Diary

slands invoke dreams of paradise; an escape from the humdrum city life, a perfect patch of sand where you 

can relax under rustling palms and gaze at a serene blue sea. But not all islands are created the same. The Ibeauty of most of the islands is defined more by the sea that surrounds them, which can fascinate 

connoisseurs with its crystalline clarity and thriving coral kingdoms. TTW brings to you some of the popular 

islands around the world, which are noted for its distinctive natural splendour. 

If you want to witness the spectacular migration of the majestic Humpback Whales off the coast of Cairns or if 

you want to stay in a luxurious resort of Santorini to see the beautiful sunset, here is the bucket list for your 

perfect serene holiday in 2020. 
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aui, also called “The Valley Isle,” is the 

second-largest Hawaiian island Mfamous for its beaches, the sacred Iao 

Valley besides the views of migrating humpback 

whales (during winter months),farm-to-table 

cuisine and the spectacular sunrise and sunset from 

Haleakala.

Go for farms tours, snorkelling, swimming, paddle 

boarding, helicopter tours, parasailing and hiking. 

 Kahului Airport (OGG) is the main 

airport. Kapalua Airport (JHM) in West Maui and 

Hana Airport (HNM) in East Maui are two smaller 

commuter airports. You can get nonstop flights to 

Maui, or you can fly into Honolulu International 

Airport (HNL) on Oahu from where you can take a 

30-minute flight for Maui.

Getting here:

umberland Island, the largest and 

southernmost barrier island in Georgia, Cfeatures over 17 miles of secluded white, 

sandy beaches. You can come across wild horses 

and other animals roaming freely along the beach.

Glimpses of the ruins of Dungeness will surely 

amaze you.  

Make the most of your visit by camping overnight. 

You can visit the historical sites including the 

Dungeness Mansion, you can also fly over the 

natural landscapes with the help of Florida 

Adventure Sports.

 Brunswick Golden Isles Airport, the 

nearest major airport, has domestic flights from 

Brunswick, Georgia. You can also take a flight from 

Jacksonville International Airport Jacksonville, 

Florida.

Getting here:
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auai, Hawaii's fourth-largest island is also 

called the "Garden Island, which is draped Kin emerald valleys, sharp mountain spires 

and jagged cliffs aged by time. The tropical 

rainforests, forking rivers and cascading waterfalls 

are the beauty of the island. Some parts of Kauai 

can be accessed only by sea or air. The sights are 

beyond your imagination.

Drive the Waimea Canyon for stunning views. You 

can also opt for a helicopter tour over Kauai or sail 

the Napali Coast. Watch turtles and seals on Poipu 

beach and rainbow at Wailua falls.

 You can take a non-stop flight to 

Kauai from Lihue Airport or can fly to Oahu first 

from Honolulu International Airport (HNL) and can 

head to Kauai on a 25-minute flight from there.

Getting here:

antorini has its own charm for its multi-

coloured cliffs and picture-perfect sunsets. SOn this beautiful island all senses are 

magnified with deep contrasts: black earth against 

whitewashed homes clinging to the cliffside, or wild 

volcanic sculptures against sleek Cycladic lines. 

Here taste Greek cuisine that boasts extraordinary 

ingredients and spices. Some of the top-class 

specialties are famous sun-dried cherry tomatoes, 

fava beans (split peas), capers, and white eggplant. 

 Get to Athens. From there you can 

get many cheap flights. Buy ferry ticket. You can 

book tickets online or buy at a travel agent in Athens 

or at the ferry port. Take the metro (20 to 30 

minutes) or taxi (30 to 40 minutes) to the Piraeus 

ferry port. Most ferries leave in the morning, plan to 

arrive 1 hour in advance.

Getting here:
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as Island is an emerging entertainment and 

MICE destination located within a 30-Yminute drive from the UAE capital. Yas 

Island is home to the state-of-the-art Yas Marina 

Circuit, which hosts annual F1 Etihad Airways Abu 

Dhabi Grand Prix. Here you can see the Yas Marina 

Circuit through a series of track day packages, 

including 'Driver Experiences', 'Passenger 

Experiences', 'Private Driving Tuition' programmes 

and 'Racing License Courses'.

Yas Island is famous for entertainment and theme 

parks. Yas Waterworld spans an area of around 15 

football pitches, with 43 rides, slides and 

attractions – five of which are one-of-a-kind. For all 

the ages Ferrari World Abu Dhabi - the world's first 

Ferrari-branded theme park welcomes annually 

millions of tourists every year. The park tells the 

Ferrari story with passion and excitement through 

more than 20 exhilarating and educational rides and 

attractions, interactive shopping and authentic 

Italian dining experiences.

It is just 10 minutes from Abu Dhabi 

International Airport (AUH). If you're coming by car, 

commuting to the island couldn't be easier. Just pin 

the location into your maps app, and drive on over. 

itzroy Island is off the beaten track and a little 

less crowded than neighbouring Green FIsland. There is a trampoline in the ocean, a 

nudist beach, beach front bar, kayaks, snorkels and 

paddle-boards for hire and some fantastic rainforest 

walks. 

 Fitzroy Island enjoys an exclusive 

location approximately 4 kilometres off the 

mainland of Cairns in North Queensland. Access to 

the island is by ferry and check-in procedure for 

guests .

Getting there: 

Getting there:
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Tech IT

The implementation of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in airline and travel industry is ascending to a new level. How 

we browse airfare, book tickets and select seats is changing day by day. The technology is rapidly changing and 

a new era in travel booking has been introduced by the voice-activated booking technology. 
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ravelling can be a hectic time for tourists and checking the flight status can be time consuming. Knowing 

in advance whether a flight is delayed or cancelled can help most travellers in utilising their time. Most Tof the internationally acclaimed airports allow the passengers to adjust their schedules accordingly and 

alleviate some of the headaches that come with airline travel. Voice-activated booking technology in airlines 

solves this. 



Some of the voice-activated technological devices like Google Assistant, Amazon Alexa, Apple's Siri and others 

are fulfilling more tasks every day.  Google Assistant is the first to learn the valuable trick: finding you the 

perfect flight to make your travel plans easier.  

Google Assistant has added complete flight check-in to its voice-activated services along with digital assistant 

which has added the services to its existing features that let every users to search for upcoming flights, browse 

affordable prices and track flight status with their voice.

Like hospitality, global aviation technology is introducing mobile technology. KLM is an airline at the forefront 

of mobile technology. It was the first to introduce flight assistance, seat selection, upgrades and rebooking via 

Facebook Messenger. The airline has partnered with Google to become one of the very first to offer flight 

booking and other services via Artificial Intelligence. 

You can also get another such player — KAYAK. Google Assistant users can say, “Ok, Google – talk to Kayak”, and 

ask for things like more arrival & departure flight notifications, travel planning, flight prices and hotel bookings 

too. After finding the perfect option, in the case of KLM, a link would appear on the screen that can be clicked to 

book. United Airlines was the first airline company to offer Google's voice-enabled check-in to its passengers 

for domestic travel. By saying, "Hey Google, check in to my flight," the assistant will walk through the simple 

steps of checking in. 
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Another combination of booking airlines ticket is “BlueBot” AI assistant. BlueBot, known as BB, adapts to each 

user, learning from previous purchases, requests and preferences, and is constantly evolving. London 

Heathrow Airport also launched a new Amazon Alexa skill. Working in partnership with the Voyage team, 

Amazon Artificial Intelligence device has developed a new skill that will gives the customers the ability to ask 

about live flight status information, gate updates and details on arrivals and departures — all from the comfort 

of their own home. The skill draws on flight data hub of Heathrow Airport and is accessible 24 hours a day. 

Google has its version of flight management that utilises the Google Assistant. The users can search for flights, 

check flight schedules and get updates on their flight status.

On September 5, 2019, EasyJet announced that they are rolling out voice-activated technology to make the 

booking process more accessible, in particular for visually impaired passengers. The “Speak Now” function on 

the budget airline's app will allow customers to search for flights using just their voice.

The system, which will use Google Cloud's language understanding tool, works in a way similar to Siri on an 

iPhone. The feature will ask the customer questions to figure out exactly which flights they want to take, 

including destination, date and departure airport. EasyJet claims that the voice technology speeds up the 

booking process. Rather than the 12 taps needed to book a flight in the typical way, the Speak Now feature 

takes “seconds” with just a “few vocal steps”.
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All of these mobile technologies are an evolution of the busy lifestyles that we collectively lead. People simply 

don't have the time to make a fire and sit down at the old desktop to spend hours researching for flights. Having 

a glass of wine in one hand and a knife to make dinner in the other, Google Assistant and other AI-driven 

devices allow airline passengers to find what they need, while multitasking their way through the day.
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I t a l i a n  E x h i b i t i o n  G r o u p  

appointed Corrado Peraboni as a 

member of  the Board of  

Directors

Italian Exhibition Group (IEG), a 

company listed on the Milan Stock 

Exchange organised and managed 

by Borsa Italiana S.p.A., leader in 

I taly  in  the organisat ion of  

international trade fair events and 

among the main operators in the 

exhibition sector at European level, 

informs that today the Board of 

D i re c to rs  co - o pte d  C o r ra d o  

Peraboni as a member of the Board 

of Directors with the role of CEO and 

Director in charge of the internal 

control and risk management 

system. The co-option will be 

effective from January 1, 2020.

Marshall Lancaster appointed as 

new Chief Information Officer for 

Princess Cruises

Marshall Lancaster has been 

appointed as chief information 

officer for the professional services 

division supporting Princess Cruises, 

Holland America Line, Seabourn, 

P&O Cruises Australia and Carnival 

Australia. In this role, Marshall will 

oversee the entire information 

technology portfolio for these four 

cruise brands. Lancaster brings more 

than 25 years of technology 

management experience across 

multiple industries, startups and 

large enterprises, including IT and 

business leadership roles in 

organizations of all sizes.

Sunny Bath appointed as DMG 

events' Vice President for Data 

Management

DMG events have appointed Sunny 

Bath to the role of Vice President for 

Data Management. In his new role 

Sunny Bath will be ensuring the most 

efficient use of data across the full 

scope of the DMG Events' portfolio, 

defining the company's data road 

map and its technical requirements, 

as well as owning the build of its data 

platform. Sunny Bath Vice President 

for Data Management, dmg events 

said that he is excited to join with 

DMG events. As his team shapes and 

implements a new data strategy he 

will be able to support increased 

growth by enabling business 

decisions with greater levels of 

information.
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Most of the countries around the world 

follow the Gregorian calendar, but still 

have special days to celebrate their 

cultural or religious celebrations. Read 

here some of the most popular festivals 

which will be celebrated around the 

world in January 2020.
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In Egypt, about 15% of people are Christians. Most 

Egyptian Christians belong to the Coptic Orthodox Church 

and they have some very unique traditions for Christmas. 

Christmas Day isn't celebrated on the 25th December but 

on 7 January (like in Ethiopia and by some Orthodox 

Christians in Russia and Serbia).
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Canary Wharf Winter Lights Festival will be transformed 

by over 25 spectacular installations, leaving the dark 

winter evenings aglow. This newest spectacle will 

showcase dazzling light art and interactive installations 

by some of the most innovative contemporary artists 

across the globe working in light art. 
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Timkat Festival is an Orthodox Christian celebration of 

the Ethiopian Epiphany. Most tourists head to the 

Gonder to experience Timkat, the Ethiopian Orthodox 

Christians' Epiphany. But this visit affords a more 

intimate experience in the villages of the Central 

Highlands. 
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La Tamborrada is counted among the famous Spanish 

festivals. If you are a drum lover or have always wanted to 

try your hands on one, then this fiesta serves best for you. 

Here you can see huge parades of men, women, and kids 

come out on the streets and bash drums throughout the 

night and day for 24 hours.
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Sundance Film Festival is North America's most famous independent 

film festival, appealing to independent film directors and audiences. 

Located in a relatively small town in U.S.A., first time attendees may 

be surprised by the lack of glamour of where the films are shown, but 

there is a certain buzz about sitting in an old theater watching a mold-

bursting indie film sat besides an actor about to hit super-stardom. 
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Nara's one of the popular fiesta is Wakakusa Yamayaki. 

The name of the festival literally translates as 'The 
th

Mountain Roast' and is where on the 4  Saturday in 

January each year, the dead grass on the hillside of Mount 

Wakakusayama is set on fire – but until after one epic 

fireworks display. 
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“ACE of M.I.C.E by Turkish Airlines” gathers On 22 January 

global MICE industry's shareholders and 2020, the first day 

professıonals together by providing a platform of the exhibition, 

where they can build face-to-face connections. 1 5 0 0  M I C E  

3-day long programme enables professionals to professionals from 41 countries will meet at Klein as 

gain knowledge on the latest innovations of the one of the most famous night club in Istanbul for a 

MICE industry and provides multiple great party. 

networking opportunities. “AMEzing Party sponsored by Primeclass” has become 

Within the scope of the International Hosted the cornerstone of the ACE o M.I.C.E Exhibition by 

Buyer Program, 230 different International Turkish Airlines.  gathering industry professionals for 

incentive companies, PCOs, DMCs and an unforgettable night every year. The party will be 

corporate buyers will participate from the organized in an extremely attractive concept this year 

overseas markets with the support of Turkish by full of video mapping shows, DJ and dance 

Airlines as the main sponsor of the show. performances and many others. 

International professionals will conduct B2B How to desıgn, plan and manage large 
meetings as part of the Hosted Buyer Program 

scale productıons 
with the exhibiting companies of the show. 

“Production Talks” will be the first conference of the For 3 days, more than 15,000 professional 
world to cover this theme by Vestel as the main visitors are expected to attend the fair. Through 
sponsor. The conference will be held on 22-an increasing number of international industry 
23 January 2020 in the Istanbul Congress partners and media organisations for 2020, 
Center, Uskudar Hall with a capacity of 700 participants will have the opportunity to 
audience. Famous names of the expand their networks with a quality and 
indust r y  wi l l  de l i ver  the i r  quality hosted buyer programme.
presentation on a giant stage 

Continuously developing collaborations and 
which will be specially 

partnerships with MICE and business industry 
designed and built for 

travel focused media outlets, associations and 
the conference. 

different stakeholders strengthening the 

international outlook of the ACE of M.I.C.E 

Exhibition by Turkish Airlines.

AMEzing Party

When :  

Where :
January 22-24, 2020

Istanbul Congress 
Center, Istanbul, Turkey

 

Show Highlight
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The conference will gather production leaders of The Roadmap of making Istanbul as number one 

great organizations from Olympic Games, destination for MICE will be covered at ACE of 

Eurovision to Broadway Musicals by proving its M.I.C.E Exhibition by Turkish Airlines ! 

ambitious motto of 'Masters of Production Meets Istanbul deserves to be become one of the leader 
in Istanbul'. destinatiıons for MICE. High level professionals of 

“Production Talks” speakers, as the pioneers and the Turkish MICE industry will discuss the roadmap 

visionaries who bring together the latest of ensuring Istanbul to reach that potential in five 

technologies and creativity in their projects, will separate sessions. The summit will be held by the 

not only provide details about the realization of moderation of Volkan Ataman as the president of 

their fascinating projects, but will also give Tourism Media Group and gather the presidents of 

important insights about the production sector agencies, general managers of hotels and other high 

production and share their vision on how the level professionals of the industry's providers. 

industry will be shaped in the coming years. A special session will host directors of London and 

At the Production Talks, guests can ask questions Barcelona Convention Bureaus and the Global 

to the speakers and verbatim outside the hours of Business Director American Express to deliver their 

presentation and chat. It will be an interactive personal success story before the audience. 

activity whic is not not only from Turkey to Europe, The conference will cover the future actions to be 
Central Asia and in the coming period the World undertaking under two headlines that covers the re-
Expo and the World Championship as two major positioning of the city and the marketing. Final 
events organized many respondents also from the declaration of the summit will also be published. 
Arabian Peninsula. Tickets at the Biletix!
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From 22 to 26 January 2020, international focus Everything seems to point to FITUR continuing in its 

will again be on Madrid thanks to FITUR, the successful and upward trajectory, as shown by the 

global meeting point for tourism professionals, figures of the last edition, which brought together 

organised by IFEMA, which will hold one of its 10,400 participating companies, with 253,000 

most updated and dynamic editions, coinciding attendees. 
thwith its 40  Anniversary. Promoting the agenda of B2B meetings is one of the key 

objectives of this edition of FITUR, both regarding the Sustainability, technology and specialisation 

general programme, FITUR B2B Match, and the will continue to be the main lines of FITUR 

programme specialising in meetings, incentives, 2020, in addition to the fair's higher 

conferences and exhibitions and business travel, FITUR representativity and internationalisation, in 

MICE which, during two days -22 and 23 January- will alignment with the positive data on the tourism 

bring together 100 representatives of the offer for industry. 

meetings tourism with 120 qualified procurement 

officers from around the world.   

This year will also see the introduction of the 

monographic area FITUR TALENT, which will focus on 

people, on their talent, skills and professional 

capability, as a factor in tourism companies' 

competitiveness. FITUR TALENT will have an 

exhibition area and it will analyse, through 

conferences, workshops and meetings and 

with very innovative and dynamic 

proposals, the perspective and 

strategy of tourism companies, 

management companies and 

t a l e n t  h u n t i n g  a n d  

training centres, all 

global leaders in 

their sector.
When :  

Where :
22 - 26 January 2020

IFEMA, Madrid, Spain
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South Korea, FITUR 2020 partner country

FITUR NEXT

Business and Specialisation: Key Features at 

FITUR 2020

International Tourism Fair presents its strongly 

enhanced B2B meeting programmes. These are, on South Korea is this year's FITUR Partner Country. 
the one hand, the FITUR B2B MATCH agenda for This destination has experienced an important 
tour operators' and agencies' international buyers, increase in the number of foreign visitors; in 2018 
and also the agenda specialising in incentive it received 15.3 million tourists, 15.1% more than 
tourism, meetings and business travel: FITUR MICE. in the previous year. It is also increasingly 
Both programmes have proved to be an effective attractive to Spaniards, as last year it received 
tool, bringing together a large amount of business 27,314 Spanish visitors, 17.2% more than in 2017.
activity during FITUR's business visitor days. This is 

evident in the figures from the last edition at which, 
The FITUR NEXT Observatory, the FITUR platform 

within the scope of these two programmes, more 
dedicated to detecting good practises in tourism 

than 9000 B2B meetings were held with buyers 
with positive effects that can be replicated, will 

from all over the world. 
focus its research on how tourism can contribute 

to local economic development. This is one of the 

challenges that the Observatory, after analysing 

hundreds of good practises throughout the world, 

has identified as key to enabling tourism to boost 

its positive effect.

FITUR will continue focusing on specialisation and 

on the growth of some of the recently-introduced 

sections, such as FITUR CINE and FITUR FESTIVALS 

and it will again offer its consolidated 

monographic areas, such as FITUR GAY (LGBT +) 

and FITUR HEALTH, as well as the sections 

FITURTECHY and FITUR KNOW HOW, where 

technology is shown as an essential tool for the 

growth of the sector and for progress towards the 

smart tourism concept. 

With a focus on specialisation, business and 

professionalization, the next edition of FITUR, the 
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FITUR MATCH around the world. An opportunity to make effective 

contacts aligned with this growing trend in which The FITUR MATCH platform, which will be available 
Spain is one of the leaders. Not surprisingly, as Spain, on 23rdand 24thJanuary, will put the participating 
with 595 international events, is in third position in companies in contact with a total of 140 
the rankingof the International Congresses and professionals —managers of travel agencies and 
Conventions Association —ICCA 2019, only behind tour  operator  companies— from both  
the United States (947) and Germany (642).consolidated markets and emerging areas, the 

Diversification and new business niches will also be latter with a special focus on the MENA region 

well represented at FITUR through its different —Middle East and North Africa— China and Russia. 

specialist sections that make up its portfolio, such as To prepare the programme, FITUR has worked with 

FITUR SCREEN, FITUR FESTIVALS, FITUR GAY different sources in the tourism industry and with 

(LGBT+), FITUR HEALTH, FITURTECHY, and FITUR IFEMA's network of delegations and Marketing 

KNOW-HOW, and the new FITUR TALENT space, Offices that operate in more than 28 countries. 

focusing on people, their talent, skills and And for meetings, incentives and business travel 
professional training. In addition, the FITURNEXT tourism, a growing business segment and key to 
Observatory continues its work focusing on the tourism industry, the FITUR MICE specialist 
sustainability for the tourism industry and will programme will bring together, on 22ndand 
present important research findings during the Fair. 23rdJanuary, representatives of a hundred Mice 

tourism providers with 120 qualified buyers from 
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TTF Delhi
Delhi, India

www.ttfotm.com

Emitt Istanbul
Istanbul, Turkey

www.emittistanbul.com

 30Jan -1 Feb

 24-26 Jan

30 Jan -2 Feb

TTF Chennai
Chennai, India

www.ttfotm.com

Fitur
Madrid, Spain

www.ifema.es/en/fitur

22-26 Jan



2020

mailto:pr@travelandtourworld.com
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