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Dear Readers,

N

avigating the coronavirus pandemic, for travel industry players, has been like sailing into a storm.
Now the travel industry is trying to wheel them this year. To speed up the travel sector, this month's
issue has focused on sustainability and cities with the best architecture. In this issue, we are
highlighting eco-tourism destinations in the United States and Istanbul which stands as one of the finest
examples in architecture.
Our top attraction is the City Palace, Jaipur. Located in India, this City Palace attracts visitors for its Rajputana
architecture. A short private tour will surely help you to see the inside story of the medieval era. Here you can
also get to know the meetings' scenario of Melbourne and the advanced blockchain technology in the travel
industry. We are also featuring Polynesian country, Samoa, where there is no record of the invasion of COVID19. Read the article to know the life and tourism attractions of Samoa. Also, read the necessary packing hacks
while you are on travel for long days.
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Meetings Point

elbourne is the capital and most-populous city of the Australian state of Victoria and the secondmost populous city in Australia and Oceania. Over the years, Melbourne became a leading
financial centre in the Asia-Pacific region and today it ranks 15th in the Global Financial Centres
Index. The city has witnessed a rapid growth in its MICE tourism industry and presently stands as one of
Australia's premier meeting and event venues. Ever since the development of its MICE tourism sector, the city
has been host to numerous international corporate or business events.
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Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
Considered to be the premier meeting and event venue in Australia, the Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre (MCEC) is a group of three adjacent buildings located next to the Yarra River in South Wharf,
an inner city-suburb of Melbourne. The MCEC has a total area of 70,000 sq. m. and is the largest convention
and exhibition space in Australia as well as one of the largest in the southern hemisphere. The centre features
39,000 sq. m. of pillar less exhibition space, 63 meeting rooms, the Godfields Theatre – a 9,000 sq. m. multipurpose event space with a retractable 1000-seat theatre, outdoor courtyard spaces and a Plenary that can be
divided into three self-contained separate theatres. It comes with a banquet room, café, bar and a basement
that can hold around 1,000 cars. The venue is ideal for international conventions, conferences, meetings,
exhibitions, seminars, trade shows and corporate or social events. It hosts more than 1000 events every year.
Besides the incredible spaces, the centre is also known for its innovative architecture especially that of the
main entrance adorned with titled metal blades and yellow rods.
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Melbourne City Conference Centre
The Melbourne City Conference Centre is a heritage listed, easy-to-access conference centre that can
accommodate between 7-700 guests and is ideal for conferences, meetings, exhibitions, trade shows and
similar corporate and social events. The venue is adorned with classic elements like high ceilings, wooden
floorboards, bluestone walls, stained-glass windows, polished wooden beams and skylights, all of which
reflectthe local origin of the centre. It consists of a 700-seat auditorium with state-of-the-art audio-visual
facilities for all kinds of business and leisure events, a gothic style chapel for meetings and exhibitions, a chapel
hall used as a pre or post event space, a price hall for small meetings and seminars and an additional
customisable studio space for meetings, workshops or small breakout sessions.

Monash Conference Centre
Situated in the heart of Melbourne's CBD, the Monash Conference Centre is the perfect venue for meetings,
conferences, seminars and corporate events. It connects guests with everything necessary to organise a
successful event right from amazing spaces and leading technological assistance to award-winning food
services and highly professional people with skill. The centre has several seminar rooms, boardrooms and
executive office spaces with expansive floor to ceiling windows that provide natural lights and scenic views.
The venue is located at the Paris end of Collins Street and is at walking distance from car parking areas, trains,
trams and buses as well as a wide range of hotels and accommodation options.
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Melbourne Marriott Hotel
Situated downtown, the Melbourne
Marriott Hotel provides 5-star amenities for
guests and is ideal for business travellers. It
c o m e s w i t h l av i s h a n d s p a c i o u s
accommodation options and serves as a
great venue for meetings, conferences,
exhibitions and several other corporate
events. The hotel features a total of 4,477
sq. ft. of event space and consists of 6
conference and meeting rooms with the
capacity of hosting up to 250 guests. It also
has an exhibition room, a full-service
business centre and an on-site culinary
team.

Sofitel Melbourne on Collins Hotel
Located at the Paris end of Collins Street, this award-winning hotel features 363 luxurious living rooms and
excellent conference facilities that can accommodate up to 1000 people and is ideal for hosting anything from
large conventions, exhibitions and galas to small meetings, conventions, seminars and other corporate and
social ceremonies. The hotel consists of 17 meeting rooms that come with a variety of conference equipment
and allows guests to organise their events with the help of Sofitel's Inspired Meeting Concierge team.

The Westin Melbourne
The Westin Melbourne is a 5-star hotel facility located at the heart of Melbourne's Business District and is the
perfect venue for corporate travellers. Besides some of the largest luxury hotel rooms and suites in Melbourne,
the hotel offers 8,137 sq. ft. of total event space including 10 different event rooms and an outdoor terrace
with the capacity of hosting up to 300 guests. The hotel offers some of the finest meeting facilities as well as a
team of event specialists to help organise the ideal corporate event.
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Alongside the finest meetings and events facilities in Australia, Melbourne is also home to some of the top
tourists attractions. Find the Royal Botanic Gardens in South Yarra and take the Australian Forest Walk to
admire the flora and fauna or enjoy the punt ride at Ornamental Lake to take in the striking views of the
garden. Enjoy shopping at the huge open-air Queen Victoria Market, one of the largest in the world with stalls
and vendors selling everything from fruits, vegetables, handmade jewelry, special clothing items and local
delicacies. To take in some panoramic views of the city, visit the Eureka Tower, the tallest observation tower in
Melbourne. Make sure to take a look at the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground, one of the largest cricket
stadiums in the world and the biggest in the country. Also visit the National Gallery of Victoria, Australia's
biggest and oldest museum, the Melbourne Zoo, the Fitzroy Gardens, the world heritage-listed Royal
Exhibition Building, as well Hosier Lane, to experience local street art and culture at its finest.
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Editor’s Pick

A

country is known by its legacies. Home to 38 UNESCO world
heritage sites, India is, one of the finest instances of holding a
rich possession of art and architecture from the glorious past till
date. The land of Maharajas, Rajasthan depicts the royal and romantic
past through colourful edifices scattered throughout the entire state.
Jaipur, the heritage capital, noted as the City of Victory, is a land of several
historical constructions and majority of them are magnificent palaces.
Planned by a medieval Bengali architect, Vidyadhar Bhattacharya, Jaipur
was built over the hilltops, in the middle of enormous deserts.

The very essence of ‘Pink City’ is visible in Jaipur with its emerald gardens, charming pink buildings, vibrant
colourful bazaars and its opulent palaces. The wonderful medieval palaces of the city are a living example of
stunning Rajput architecture with well-designed gardens. When you visit Jaipur see its grandiosity and hear the
numerous mystic tales of the bygone era, of battles lost and won, of victory and realm, of west Indian art and
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T h e C i t y Pa l a c e i s a n
enormous complex located
inside a portentous building
with other halls, magnificent
palaces, royal gardens,
gateways and sacred shrines.
This palace was actually built
as a residence for the royal
families. The construction of
City Palace started in 1732
AD, but work continued into
the late 19 th century as
changes were made to the
internal decor, and several
structures were added.

Beginning Story
The exterior architecture of
the palace was initiated by
Sawai Jai Singh II who moved
to Jaipur because of the
increasing water shortage
problem in Amber, which
resulted in an insufficient supply of water to people. Further, he called Vidhyadhar Bhattacharya,who
designed the complex following the rules of Vastushastra.
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Chandra Mahal belongs to an integral section of the City Palace that was
built between 1727 and 1734. Chandra Mahal is one of the earliest
buildings of the palace complex. From outside it appears to have seven
storeys.
The Shobha Niwas (House of Beauty) is on the third floor of the palace.
Decorated with mirrored walls, Shobha Niwas has blue tiles which are
designed with mica and gold leaves.
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Chhabi Niwas is adorned with
beautiful bright blue walls with
white detailing. Located on the
fifth floor, it served as a perfect
retreat for enjoying the
monsoon rains. Mukut Mandir
serves breathtaking views and
the city stretches unhindered
until the Aravalli Range in the
horizon.

One of the floors in Chandra
Mahal is the Rang Mandir. It is
beautifully decorated with
intricate mirror works and has
small and large mirrors in the
wall, pillars and ceilings.
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One of the last structures
added to the City Palace is
the Mubarak Mahal built in
1890. It was used as the
guesthouse for visiting
dignitaries of Rajput rulers.

Pritam Niwas Chowk is the
inner compartment with four
distinctive gates. Previously it
served as a courtyard which
has four themes that shows
four seasons. All of these four
gates contain patterns of
peacocks, depicting the
annual seasons.

The City Palace has three gates:
Virendra Pol and Udai Pol serve
as the entrance. Also includes
Sukh Niwas, Mukut Mandir, Shri
Govind Dev Ji Temple, and Maharani's Palace. Take a
look at the intricately designed “chattri” styled
verandah with multicoloured windows of 19th
Century.
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The unique decor and elegant poise of Jaipur
brings a stately charm in the city. Take a tour to
explore this magical city- perhaps you may come
up with a hidden treasure.

Steen Jakobsen,
Assistant Vice President,
Dubai Business Events
expresses his view about
future of business
tourism in Dubai in an
exclusive interview with
Travel And Tour World.
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Travel And Tour World: What are the challenges
you are facing to restart MICE tourism?

Steen Jakobsen: At the heart of Dubai's decision
on when to restart business events tourism – and
indeed every other economic sector and driver –
was safety. Prudent leadership at the outset of the
pandemic meant activities were paused and the
focus was put on stopping its spread – something
the city achieved effectively. The next step was to
gradually open up sectors and put in place the
correct measures and guidelines to ensure safety of
all residents and visitors was prioritised.
With the nature of the business events sector, it
was of course critical that we could ensure this
safety while at the same time facilitating the
gathering of people that sits at the heart of our
industry. We therefore worked with stakeholders
across the public and private sector to create a
roadmap to enable this.
Of course, regardless of the effective response to
the pandemic and the resumption of business
events here, we are also inextricably tied to the
destinations around the world that planners,
organisations and delegates are based in and their
ability to travel and do business internationally. We
therefore continue to work closely with our
network of global offices to monitor the unique
situations in our source markets and provide
meeting planners with the support and offerings
they require.
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Travel And Tour World: What are safety measures
you have taken to protect the visitors?

Steen Jakobsen: Key to this has been the
implementation of robust measures across the city
to ensure the health and safety of all visitors and
residents. Within the business events segment, this
meant creating guidelines for venues and
organisers to ensure measures such as social
distancing, regular sanitization and temperature
checks were introduced. Expanding beyond just
venues, similar measures were also put in place
across hotels, restaurants, shopping malls, public
transport and Dubai International Airport –
ensuring that safety was prioritised at every
touchpoint for both visitors and residents.
Crucially, stakeholders around the city and frontline
staff have been regularly updated, with best
practices and guidelines shared, and inspections
carried out by relevant authorities to ensure these
are implemented.

Travel And Tour World: How this city is leading

Steen Jakobsen: As we look to build on our strong

the way in the reopening of business events
industry?

rebound, we are in constant dialogue with meeting
planners globally to provide them with a path to
resume their business event plans, demonstrating
Dubai's ability to provide a destination option that
both meets their requirements in terms of
accessibility, facilities, activities and expertise, but
also delivers the highest levels of safety and
hygiene.
A key part of our strategy in 2021 is – where
possible – to resume face-to-face meetings and
interactions with business events professionals
around the world. While we understand that there
will continue to be digital and virtual channels, we
have already had a positive response to the face-toface sales and study missions we have conducted in
recent months, and there is clearly a strong
appetite for planners to both hear from us in
person and experience Dubai as a destination.

Steen Jakobsen: Thanks to the city's strong
response to the global pandemic, Dubai was able to
open up for leisure tourism in July, followed by local
business events and international business events
in September and October respectively, with a
steady and growing stream of meetings,
conferences and trade shows since then.
The Gulf Information Technology Exhibition – more
commonly known as GITEX Technology Week –
became the first major technology event to take
place globally, with over 1,200 exhibitors from over
60 countries participating
Dubai also demonstrated an ability to provide an
impactful platform for associations, with the
combined scientific conference of the Emirates
Urological Society and Arab Association of Urology
proving that vital knowledge sharing and education
can happen in a safe and secure environment.
As with wider leisure tourism, Dubai has led the
way in resuming business events – something we
know meeting planners around the world are
recognising and taking note of.

Travel And Tour World: What are events Dubai
hosted to explore the future possibility of work and
the potential developments for business event
sector?
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Travel And Tour World: What are the
technological developments Dubai undertakes to
ensure safety?

Steen Jakobsen: Among the technology we have
already seen deployed in venues has been artificial
intelligence monitoring tools that enable organisers
to identify where there isn't sufficient social
distancing or where crowds may be unacceptably
large. This is echoed around the city, with
technology leveraged to ensure the impact of the
global pandemic can be minimized here and safety
ensured: from AI in taxis that can confirm if
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passengers are wearing face masks, to learning
tools rolled out in schools to enable effective
distance learning throughout the academic year.
For the Dubai Business Events team, the city's
strong digital infrastructure meant we were able to
work safely from home and at the same time stay
connected to our global network and maintain
dialogue with planners around the world
throughout the pandemic, keeping Dubai top of
mind and providing a springboard for the
resumption of events.

Cover Story

S

ustainable tourism in the United States covers with green movements and growing environmental
awareness. By choosing eco-friendly accommodation, guests can drastically reduce carbon footprint,
save fresh water and make the world greener.
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A

laska is the top choice when it comes to virgin nature. It brims with accommodation options that
respect and preserve the environment. The Last Frontier is also home to over a hundred national and
state parks.
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C

olorado is another ecotourism gem that attracts green travellers. It has stunning natural beauties that
reconnect any traveller. From the almighty Rockies to the breathtaking Garden of the Gods, Colorado
has plenty to offer.

21 TTW World

F

or Hawaiian locals, connection to nature and sustainability are embedded in the culture, so it's no
wonder eco-tourism on the islands is flourishing. Hawaii is a member of the International Ecotourism
Society (IES) and offers a myriad of activities that teach its visitors about sustainability and eco
practices.
22 TTW World

I

n Commonwealth Virginia, there is no better way to experience the region's wildlife than by hopping on to
the state's organised network of natural sites called Virginia Bird and Wildlife Trail (VBWT). The trail
highlights some of the best places where visitors can view birds and wildlife.
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H

alf Moon Bay in California is one of those places that will simply leave you in awe. It's actually a small
town, whose residents take nature preservation and sustainability very seriously. With tourism
rapidly expanding in the area in the last couple of decades, the effect on nature has become a rising
concern for locals and those who are alarmed about the harm to the natural area.
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L

ake Erie is one of the most popular midwestern tourist destinations, attracting millions of visitors each
year. The lake region is huge and it actually comprises of several different areas: the central shores, north
shores, east shores, west shores, Put-in-bay, North Bass Island, Kelleys Island and Middle Bass Island.
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England imposes third coronavirus full
emergency lockdown
U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson has imposed a
third coronavirus lockdown across England,
shutting schools and ordering the public to stay at
home, amid dire warnings that the National Health
Service is being pushed to breaking point. The full
emergency lockdown will start immediately and
last until at least February 15, potentially
devastating retail and hospitality businesses and
threatening to push the economy into a double-dip
recession, as doctors try to get a grip on the
pandemic.

Saudi Arabia reopens borders and
resumes international flights
Saudi Arabia recently announced that the country
is set to reopen its borders and resume
international flights after a two-week entry ban
introduced to curb the new strain of the COVID-19
virus. According to a statement by interior ministry
the government has decided to lift the
precautionary measures related to the spread of
the new strain of coronavirus.
It was on December 21, 2020 that Riyadh
announced the halt to international flights and the
closure of sea and land border crossings due to the
new coronavirus mutation detected in a number of
countries but has now reopened to welcome
individuals from other nations.
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Parkroyal Collection Marina Bay reopens
in Singapore after renovation
Formerly known as Marina Mandarin, the all new
Parkroyal Collection Marina Bay, a Pan Pacific
Hotels Group property recently opened its doors in
Singapore after a phased S$45 million renovation
with a striking focus on sustainability. The property
is located at the heart of Singapore's Marina Bay
area and the 21-storey hotel has been reshaped to
incorporate a standout indoor lobby garden, which
includes 370 sq. m .of lush gardens, a 13-metrehigh green wall and over 2,400 trees, scrubs and
groundcovers. The hotel's eco-focused concept
touches everything from new water-filter systems
and glass water bottles to the guest amenities,
which are packaged in biodegradable materials.
The restaurants' food waste, too, is broken down
by a food digester into nutrient water for the
garden. Guests can make the most of the
experience by traversing a four-storey Sky Bridge
above the lush forest canopy, or from specially
designed pavilions inspired by birds' nests.
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Thailand shines up its national
countdown event with amazing 25,000
eco-friendly fireworks
Thailand can do anything to attract tourists and
local. For this the country organizes its national
countdown event with an impressive 25,000 ecofriendly fireworks display running along 1.4
kilometres of Bangkok's Chao Phraya River
heralded in the new year for Thais. This year,
Thailand has recorded among the lowest COVID-19
infection rates in the world during 2020. The
iconic annual display serves as Thailand's 2021
national countdown event and is estimated to have
been viewed by millions of people in Thailand
alone, both on the ground and through streaming
platforms as the clock chimed midnight on the
evening of 31st December 2020. The Chao Phraya
River has become a key Bangkok tourist attraction
and a global countdown destination.

O

ver the centuries, Istanbul has
witnessed the rise and fall of
many empires, each of which
has largely influenced its heritage and
history. The largest city of Turkey,
Istanbul is recognised for its Ottoman
palaces, that serve as major tourist
attractions and stand as some of the
finest examples of Turkish art,
architecture and history.
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Destination Diary

O

ne of the most visited sites in Istanbul, the Dolmabahce Palace was built by Ottoman Sultan
Abdulmecit during the year 1853. Itis situated on the banks of the Bosphorus in
Besiktas. Constructed by architect Garabat Balyan, the palace has basic European
baroque style architecture and covers 11 acres of land featuring 285 rooms, 46 halls,
68 toilets and 6 hamams. The palace is highly decorated with gold items,
crystals and highly expensive marbles. The crystal chandelier hanging in
the ceremonial hall is also the biggest Bohemian crystal chandelier
in the world. The palace houses more than 50,000 objects
and is one of the first palaces in Istanbul to have a
coffee table. Visitors can also take a look at the oil
paintings during their visit.
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C

onstructed back in the 15th Century by Sultan Mehmed II as a symbol of his reign for future
generations, the Topkapi Palace is considered to be one of the richest museums and
greatest architectural works in the world and one of the most popular tourist
destinations in Istanbul. Over the years, the palace has been renovated, reconstructed
and transformed into a museum in 1924. The magnificent property features the
Royal Gardens, four main courtyards with hundreds of rooms including
the Ottoman Imperial Harem and the iconic treasury that has the
popular emerald Topkapi Dagger. The building also has some
unique secret passages and shuttered windows that
were built to maintain the privacy of the royal
family. The palace is also home to the
f i n e s t f o r m s o f j e w e l l e r y,
craftsmanship, inscriptions,
seals and book bindings.
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C

overing an area of 500,000 m2 the Yildiz Palace is located on the hillside overlooking the
Bosphorus between Besiktas, Ortakoy and Balmumcu. Set amidst the beautiful gardens,
the palace consists of 19th century pavilions, kiosks, state apartments and villas.
Popularly called the “Star Palace”, it was constructed by Sultan Abdulhamid II besides
the Dolmabahace Palace to protect it from attacks that were likely due to its
seaside location. The complex also consists of an opera house, an
imperial porcelain factory as well as a museum. Post the fall of the
empire, the palace was briefly used as a casino but later
converted to a guest house for diplomatic guests. It is
currently being used by the Turkish President
and has been closed for visitors and
tourists.
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C

onnected by a bridge with the Yildiz Palace, the Ciragan Palace was commissioned by Sultan
Abdulaziz and is considered to be the last palace in Istanbul to be built by Ottoman Royals.
After a massive fire incident in the early 1900s, the palace was later restored by a
Japanese company and transformed into a hotel. At present, the Sultan's Suite of
the hotel is regarded as one of the 15 most expensive hotel suites in the
world. The complex continues to be recognised for its stunning
beauty.
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A

nother example of the late Ottoman architecture of 19th century, the Beylerbeyi Palace is
situated on the Asian side of the Bosphorus Bridge in Beylerbeyi and serves as the summer
residence for the Ottoman Sultans. Designed in a combination of French baroque
style and traditional Ottoman aesthetic, the exterior is made of marble and stone while
the interiors are adorned with Bohemian crystal chandeliers, French clocks,
authentic Hereke carpets and a huge collection of porcelain vases from
Europe and Asia. The two-storied palace has 24 rooms and 6 halls
and is surrounded with lush gardens on the outside covering
an area of 70,000 sq. m. The palace has housed many
royals from all over the globe. I
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B

uilt between 1603 and 1617 during the rule of Sultan Ahmed I, the Aynalikavak Palace is one of
the oldest palaces in Istanbul. Designed in classical Ottoman style architecture, the
palace has high ceilings and beautiful chandeliers. It was known as “The Palace of
Mirrored Poplars” due to the mirrors sent by Venetians in 1715 that was used to
decorate the palace. Although the palace is home to some of the most striking
gardens and interesting museum exhibits, it is not largely popular
among tourists due to its offbeat location. However, the palace
now comes with a cozy little café as well as a valuable and
well-preserved museum of Turkish music in its
ground floor.
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O

ne of the smaller Ottoman properties, the Kucuksu Palace stands on the shore of the Asian side
of Istanbul. Constructed around the mid-19th century, the palace has two main levels and
basement. Despite its small area, the palace has some of the most unique features.
It comes with four gates surrounded by an intricately designed steel fence around the
garden with its interiors boasting Italian marble fireplaces, Bohemian crystal
chandeliers, authentic Hereke carpets, impressive Turkish upholstery as
well as magnificent exhibitions of paintings and other forms of art.

35 TTW World

Travel Tendency

T

ravelling is one of the best experiences of our lifetime but packing can be tiring. Whether a short
getaway or a long vacation, certain items are a must for every traveller as they step out to explore the
world. Read on to know about some of the most important travel essentials that are highly useful for
every traveller.

Documents Holder
Whether you are travelling solo or with a group, keeping essential
documents safe and organised is extremely essential when you are on
the road. Having a document holder can help you keep all necessary
documents like passport, tickets, bills, boarding pass, ID cards and
similar other items in one single place in an organised manner. A
document holder will also help to easily access your travel or
identification documents as and when necessary. It allows you to avoid
the hassle of rummaging through other belongings to getthose
documents which you are actually looking for and also eliminates the
risk of losing or misplacing the items.
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First Aid Kit

Eye Mask

Perhaps one of the most necessary travel essentials,
a first aid kit should be kept handy for emergency
health situations while on the road. Make sure to
pack the standard first-aid medicines like painkillers,
paracetamols, tablets for motion-sickness and
traveller's diarrhea as well as band-aids, bandages,
pain reliever sprays, antiseptic solutions and even
anti-bacterial creams, all of which can be useful for
situations where general and immediate medical
solution is required. For countries that restrict
carrying common medications, a prescription and an
authorised letter from a doctor help.

When you are out for a long time, it is likely that your
eyes will get tired. Therefore, it is necessary to carry
an eye mask to protect the eyes from unnecessary
strain and help them relax. Eye mask can help in
blacking out the surrounding environment and help
travellers avoid unpleasant sleep interruptions by
blocking out bright lights, the sun as well as cabin
lighting. One can also carry heated eye masks that are
equipped with suitable chemicals that warm up the
eye and help to deal with tiredness.

Packing Cubes
Packing Cubes provide the ultimate solution to stay
organised during your trips. It comes in various sizes
and can be selected according to convenience and
make the whole process of packing much more
efficient. Sort your tops, bottoms and swimsuits in
separate cubes and compartmentalise necessary
items in the easiest possible way. It also acts as a
compressor and creates more space to pack things
and keeps the whole luggage assembled.
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Travel Pillow
Combined with eye masks, travel pillow serves as
another great source of relaxation on the road.
Having a travel or neck pillow on any journey ensures
that you get a chance to sleep properly and relax
whether you are traveling in an airplane, train or bus.
It is the ultimate travel companion that keeps your
head in a comfortable position and helps you relax on
the road without getting crumpled on so that you
wake up rejuvenated and continue enjoying your
holiday.

and voltage converters can be extremely useful to
charge all your electronic devices. Make sure to
follow all the safety instructions and provide a reliable
and convenient power source to your electronic
goods from any corner of the world. Also, add a
portable charger or power bank in your kit to charge
your devices even on the move.

Combination Padlock

Portable Power Source
While travelling miles away from home and spending
a lot of time on the road, it is possible that you are
mostly away from a power source. Carrying your own
power source like portable power strip, plug adapters
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Using a padlock while travelling is a common practice
but carrying a padlock with combination is certainly a
better investment. A combination padlock is likely to
make your trip much safer and easier. It not only helps
in better security but also allows you to avoid the
hassle of searching for your keys or asking the hotel
administration for pliers. You can also use it to
securely lock your suitcase and bags incase no safe is
available.

Earplugs/Earphones
This item is particularly essential for people taking
long flights or traveling long hours on buses and
sleeper trains as well as people sleeping in hostels. It
helps to block out all the unwanted surrounding noise
and helps you to relax and rest. Earplugs and
earphones are considered to be one of the best noise
canceling devices and is likely to become your favorite
travel buddy.

Extra Cash or Cards
Keeping some extra money and a backup credit card is
perhaps the best way to keep your travel finance safe
and secure for emergency situations especially when
you are far away from home. For more convenient
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and secure option is to carry travel money cards that
can be used overseas by converting your money into
different currencies.

Foldable Carry On
A foldable shopping bag or carry on is ideal for living
out of your travel bag or suitcase when required
during your trip. It helps to carry essential belongings
without the need of a larger backpack for local
sightseeing or shopping on the go. It also eases the
load of your main luggage and allows you to bring a
little more from your journeys. These bags are also
lightweight and can easily fit anywhere. It is also a lot
easier on your arm and shoulders and is often
environment friendly and recyclable.

S

amoa has reported zero coronavirus infection since its
outbreak from March last year. Samoa is known as the
“Cradle of Polynesia” because Savai'i Island is said to be
Hawaiki, the Polynesian homeland. Samoan culture is
undoubtedly central to Polynesian life, and its styles of music,
dance and visual art have gained recognition throughout the
Pacific islands and the world.
Samoa has two main islands: Upolu and Savai'i. These are
surrounded by several smaller islands, including Manono and
Apolima - the next largest two. Most visitors to Samoa will
arrive on Upolu first, which is the location of Samoa's capital
Apia and its international airport and port. Many travel to
Savai'i, the biggest island in the country but sparsely
populated, and a few go to small, deeply traditional Manono
Island.

There are other smaller islands like Manono, Apolima, Nu'ulopa, Nu'utele, Nu'uala, Namu'a, Fanuatapu,
Fatuanava, Lepuia'i and Nu'usafe'e. Ferries operate regularly between Upolu and Savai'i, while Manono,
Apolima, Nu'ulopa and Namu'a can be reached by smaller water taxis.
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Upolu Island
Upolu, home to three-quarters of Samoa's population, is known
for its verdant forests and waterfalls, peaceful beaches and
great fishing, surfing and snorkelling. Visitors to Samoa arrive
at Upolu's Faleolo International Airport in the north-west
and can choose to stay on Upolu or head to an outlying
island. .

Savai'i Island
Cloaked in a pristine rainforest teeming with birdlife, Savai'i is
often referred to as the “real Samoa” where locals enjoy a laidback, traditional way of life. The island's main town and arrival
point for ferries from Upolu is Salelologa in the southeast, accessible
by the main road that encircles the island. Savai'i's attractions include high
waterfalls, caves and blowholes, and particularly the dramatic Saleaula lava fields and huge lava tubes.

Manono Island
Manono is only 3 square kilometres in size and Samoa's third
most populated island. Although it's just 4 km off the
coast from Samoa's main island, Upolu, Manono Island
can seem a world away.
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Namu'a Island
Namu'a Island is a superb location to stay overnight. The
overnight tariff includes return boat trip, dinner,
accommodation and breakfast. Namu'a is a true
getaway - an island off an island. It doesn't have
electricity and has basic facilities .

Apolima Island
Apolima has few of the trappings of modern life,
including roads or cars, but since 2006 it has a solar
power grid which replaced the previous diesel
generator that arrived in the late 1990s. There is a
lighthouse on the island's crater rim, offering a great view
of the island from above.

Nu'ulopa Island
This tiny isle is located just off the Manono
Island. Nobody lives here, and it makes
for a great day trip if you can find a boat
to take you there. Known also as the
'Bat Island', Nu'ulopa Island is a firm
favourite for guided tours at dawn to
see hundreds of flying foxes return to
roost. Nu'ulopa Island is also a great
snorkelling spot.
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Nu'utele & Nu'ulua Islands
These two tiny dots of land, located outside Upolu's fringing reef, are an important nesting place for seabirds
and are considered significant conservation sites. Nu'utele was once a leper colony. The islands are under
customary ownership by chiefs on Upolu Island.
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Anna Dycheva-Smirnova appointed CEO
at Reed Exhibitions U.K.

A

nna Dycheva-Smirnova has been
appointed CEO, at Reed Exhibitions
U.K., in addition to her role as CEO of
Russia, Turkey and the Middle East, effective
from January 1, 2021. It was in 2008 that
Dycheva-Smirnova joined Reed Exhibitions as
Deputy General Manager of Reed Exhibitions
Russia and became CEO of Reed Exhibitions
Russia in 2017. In 2019, she was named CEO of
Reed Exhibitions Turkey and Reed Exhibitions
Middle East.
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Dr. Taleb Rifai appointed Secretary General
of World Tourism Forum Institute

F

ormer Secretary General of the United
Nations World Tourism Organisation
(UNWTO), Dr. Taleb Rifai has been
appointed as the Secretary General of World
Tourism Forum Institute (WTFI). The World
Tourism Forum Institute is a London based
research institute that supports sustainable
and universally accessible tourism. Dr. Rifai
recently accepted his new role at WTFI and
alongside the latest appointment; the institute
will work towards providing new perspectives
on the relative significance of Travel & Tourism
as well as some of its unique advantages in
driving global economic growth.

New Members Appointed to the Drone Advisory Committee

U

.S. Department of Transportation
Secretary Elaine L. Chao today
announced new appointments to the
Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) Drone
Advisory Committee or DAC. “The Drone
Advisory Committee is key to helping the FAA
keep pace with innovation while protecting
safety,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine
L. Chao.
The new members are:
µSeleta Reynolds, General Manager, Los
Angeles Department of Transportation
µDr. Paul Hsu, Founder and Chair, HSU
Foundation
µMatt Parker, President, Precision Integrated
Programs
µMolly Wilkinson, Vice President, Regulatory
Affairs, American Airlines
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µBrad Hayden, Founder and Chief Executive
Officer, Robotic Skies
µDavid Carbon, Vice President and General
Manager, Amazon Prime Air
µAdam Bry, Co-founder and Chief Executive
Officer, Skydio
µKenji Sugahara, President and Chief Executive
Officer, Drone Service Providers AllianceBrandon
Torres Declet, Chief Executive Officer and CoFounder, MEASURE
µ Dr. Jaiwon Shin, Executive Vice President, Head
of UAM Division and Chief Executive Officer,
Genesis Air Mobility
µDr. Catherine Cahill, Director, Alaska Center for
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Integration
µ Vic Moss, Owner, Moss Photographer .

A

Tech It

dvanced Blockchain technology can sound confusing at first. However, it is simple once you get a hang
of it. To put it in simple words, blockchain is a list of public records, also known as a public ledger, where
transactions between parties are listed or stored. Each record, known as a 'block' within blockchain
terminology, is secured using cryptography.

Aspects in Blockchain Technology
One of the most crucial aspects of blockchain technology is that data is decentralised, with information shared
across a peer-to-peer network. Each block contains transaction information and a time stamp. Blocks are
permanent and cannot be altered without consensus from the entire network and without altering all
subsequent blocks. The decentralised, permanent, time stamped and unalterable nature of the data recorded
in the blockchain means that data is more secure, traceable and transparent. After all, there is no central point
of vulnerability or failure, and the data itself is resistant to modification and unwanted tampering.
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Use of Blockchain Technology in Travel
IIn terms of the advantages that blockchain
technology can offer to the travel industry, stability
and security rank foremost. The decentralised
nature of block chain means that information can
never go 'offline' or be lost through accidental
deletion or a malicious cyber attack, ensuring
transactions are always traceable.
The travel industry relies upon different companies
passing information among each other. Of course,
financial transactions are a vital part of the travel
industry too, and blockchain technology has the
capacity to not only simplify but also secure
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payments. This is especially true when dealing with
overseas payments. As a consequence of this,
blockchain has the potential to improve the level of
trust among all parties.

Keep Track in Luggage
Blockchain technology can be extremely valuable for
tracking the movements of luggage, especially when
dealing with international travel in airline or cruise.
In many cases, a customer's luggage changes hands
multiple times over the course of their journey. Using
a decentralised database makes sharing tracking
data between companies a lot easier.

Service of Identification

Loyalty Scheme to Customers

Identification services are enormously important for
the travel industry, and blockchain can potentially
become the industry standard for storing this
information. The technology has the capacity to
drastically reduce check-in times or queues in
airports, as a simple finger print or retina scan can
replace documents.

Finally, many travel companies run customer loyalty
schemes, in order to encourage return custom.
Blockchain can also assist with these programmes,
simplifying the process, allowing customers to
access information about their loyalty points and
facilitating the distribution of tokens. It can also help
to combat fraud in this area.

Best Payment Option
Perhaps the most important use of blockchain
technology within the hotel and tourism and travel
industry is related to payments. Here, its
applications can range from serving as a global
ledger, making bank payments more simple and
secure to allowing travel companies to accept
payments using Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies.
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H

ere witness the cavalcade of
parades, folk dancing and live
performances at Carnaval de
Oruro, Bolivia's world-renowned carnival.
This festival dates back to 1700s and
today, the celebrations still have a
religious element thanks to the country's
largely Catholic population.
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Date: 6th to 16th Feb, 2021
Place: Bolivia

S

apporo's Snow Festival is one of
the biggest of its kind. It has been
running for over 70 years, and
every year, millions descend on
Hokkaido's capital to enjoy the winter
wonderlands set up in Odori Park,
Susukino, and dotted across the city.
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Date: 4th to 11th Feb, 2021
Place: Japan

M

ardi Gras festivities take place on
Fat Tuesday or Shrove Tuesday,
the day before Ash Wednesday in
the Christian calendar. Fat Tuesday is typically
the feasting before the 'fasting' of Lent begins.
In New Orleans, Louisiana, Mardi Gras
celebrations usually go on for two weeks
before Fat Tuesday even arrives, culminating in
a series of neon-coloured parades through the
city. The carnival-esque party has become
synonymous with New Orleans, and is a mustsee if you're visiting the United States.
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Date: 16 February, 2021
Place: New Orleans, USA

th

IITM

th

4 Feb - 5 Feb
2021

th

th

9 Feb - 16 June
2021

Kochi, India
www.iitmindia.com

27th International Mediterranean Tourism
Market 2021 (Virtual)
Tel Aviv, Israel
www.imtm-telaviv.com/

Worcester RV & Camping Show 2021
st

rd

th

th

21 Feb - 23 Feb
2021

Worcester, USA
www.worcestershows.com/rv/

TTF Kolkata

26 Feb - 28 Feb
2021
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Kolkata, India
www.ttfotm.com

AND

Travel Tour

TM

www.travelandtourworld.com

W O R L D

Promote
Your
Brand
With Us...

Magazine
catering to
global
travel

Subscribe
to our
daily
travel
newsletter

FREE

pr@travelandtourworld.com
U.S.A +1 917 677 7753

industry

